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Literal Translation Sheet

Chinese words often make more sense than you think.

Many Chinese words combine smaller meaningful pieces. When you learn to spot

those pieces, vocabulary can feel less random and easier to remember.

@a» See the pieces inside each word

KEE s
huoché

K huo = fire - & ché = vehicle

- fire vehicle = train

FA <noui

F shou = hand - #l ji = machine

- hand machine = mobile phone

-
EE,'LE dianhua
H dian = electric - i hua = speech

- electric speech = telephone

HIEE e
it di=ground - % tié =iron
- groundiron = subway / metro

Memory tip: Read the character
breakdown first. Then guess
the real meaning before
checking the answer.

e
%ﬂm diannao
H dian = electric - i nao = brain

- electric brain = computer

5*”, féiji
X féi=fly - #l ji=machine
- flying machine = airplane

E E shéngri

4 shéng = birth / life - B ri = day
- birthday = birthday

9*‘@ waigué

4b wai = outside - [E gué = country
- outside country = foreign country

Literal translations are memory hooks. They help you notice patterns, but they do not replace dictionary definitions or historical

etymology.

Use them as memory handles when new vocabulary feels random.
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e Try it yourself 2/2

Can you guess the real meaning from the character pieces and literal meaning? Write your guess on the line.

E |‘ET.| fangjian 'fﬁE fandian

B fang = house - [d] jian = space - house space iR fan = meal - [§ dian = shop - meal shop

HA e M

H ér=ear- #l ji=machine > ear machine i1 di = ground - tu = picture - ground picture

*J-Liﬁ jichang BONUS PHRASE

AY
#l ji= machine - 1% chang = field / place > machine field / lJ\IL;\ xiaoxin
place /)y xiZo = small - 13 xin = heart - small heart

Answer key is upside down below so you can cover it while practicing.

Inyates aq [/ - Modite = g1\ - dew = [Flf - sauoydpeay = ¢ - Jueinelsal = F(x; - woos = Bl  AIY YIMSNVY
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