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A -rén:
man, people, mankind

Radical: A - rén: person
Version: 4

Etymological Type: Pictographic
Structure: Single-component

Components: This character is not made up of other components.

A mnemonic story to remember the character A:

The character for people originates from a depiction of
an actual person. You can still guess the two legs and
the body, resembling a person.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice

HSK 1 Words with A
SUA bié-rén: 51 bié, bie A rén
other people separate, other man, people

Example: #iF0B) AR—*HF, Ta hé biérén bl yiyang. - She is different from others.

J&A bing rén: J& bing A rén

patient illness, sickness man, people

Example: /IS ARIIZZARE - Bingrén yinggai dud xitixi. - Patients should rest more.
T A gongrén: T gong A rén

worker labor, work man, people

Example: TA{IEIZR T . Gongrénmen hui jidle. - The workers have gone home.
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KA jiarén: X jia, jia A rén
family house, home man, people

Example: fRBIZ ALFIS? NT de jia rén hdo ma? - How is your family?

Z A ldorén: % ldo A rén

old person, senior  old, aged man, people

Example: B3 ME AR, Na ge [ao rén hén jian kang. - That old man is very healthy.
% A nanren: 5 nan A rén

man male, man man, people

Example: BB NBAFEBRE? Nage nanrén zai nali? - Where is that man?

LZ A nuren: Zni A rén

woman woman, girl man, people

Example: BB N ARIZ=, Nage nlrén hén piaoliang. - That woman is very beautiful.

M - céng:
from, by, since

Radical: A - rén: person
Version: 1

Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of M: Memory Cue:
rén The character for people originates from a depiction of an actual
A man person. You can still guess the two legs and the body, resembling a
person.
A rnign See above

A mnemonic story to remember the character M:

Two inseparable friends (A) embarked on a journey
from their town, earning the nickname ,;The Duo ‘. Their
adventure, symbolizing movement ,from ‘ one place to
another, mirrored the essence of ,from * (M).
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

N

HSK 1 Words with M

M cong:
from

Example: MXBE|FRER 7. Cong zhéll dao xuéxiao yao wii fenzhong. - It takes five minutes to get from

here to the school.

fk - xia:

rest, stop, retire

Radical: A - rén: person
Version: 4

Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of {k:
{ version of A - rén
man
mu
A tree

Memory Cue:

The character for people originates from a depiction of an actual

person. You can still guess the two legs and the body, resembling a
person.

The character can easily be recognized as a pictograph of a tree. You
see the trunk in the center and the branches spreading to the sides.

A mnemonic story to remember the character {k:

Once there was a tired man (1 ) who decided to take
a break and rest under a shady tree (X). He closed
his eyes and relaxed, feeling the peaceful moment of
retirement (K)
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

HSK 1 Words with &k
A B xitxi: K xit Bxi
to rest rest, stop rest, put stop to

Example: /RABREIS? Ni xidng xilxi ma? - Do you want to rest?

& - zuo:
sit, seat, ride

Radical: & - tu: earth

Etymological Type: Ideographic
Structure: ‘M

Components of 4: Memory Cue:

The character for people originates from a depiction of an actual

A :ﬁgn person. You can still guess the two legs and the body, resembling a
person.
A ren See above
man
In Christian countries, it used to be a practice to put up a cross
== tu whenever an explorer reaches the peak of a mountain or discovers
soil uncharted territory. In this character you can picture a cross stan-

ding on solid earth

A mnemonic story to remember the character 2:

Two men (A) sat (%) on the solid earth (1), resting
after a long journey. They looked up at the sky and felt
grateful for the seat (%) beneath them
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

LA

HSK 1 Words with 2
B4 qing zuo: & qing # zu0
please sit down ask, request sit, seat

Example: 7B T, Qing zuo xia. - Please sit down.

T zuo xia: 4 zuod T xia
to sit down sit, seat under, underneath

Example: Bf 1 FIZPDFEERIE, Women zuo xia chi ge pinggud ba. - Let's sit down and eat an apple.

/v - Xido:
small, tiny, insignificant

Radical: 7)s - xido: small

Etymological Type: Ideographic
Structure: Single-component

Components: This character is not made up of other components.

A mnemonic story to remember the character /Jx:

This character looks like a person that sits on bended
legs, arms to the left and right. This is making it appear
very small.
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

il

/N

HSK 1 Words with 7)»
INZ) |, xido hair: /A xido #Z hai JL ér
child small, tiny baby, child son, child

Example: 1RE&/1\#Z) LIE? NT you xido hai er ma? - Do you have children?
dgﬂﬁ?i xidgopéng s B péng & ydu
Kids., children small, tiny friend, pal friend, companion
Example: XNV EIRIZER, Zhé ge xido péngydu hén pidoliang. - This child is very pretty.
INVE xido xué: I xido 2 xué

primary school small, tiny learning, knowledge

Example: #ifE/NF o Ta zai xidoxué jiaoshi. - She teaches in elementary school.

INEHE xido xué

shéng: I\ xido Z xué 4 shéng
elementary school small, tiny learning, knowledge life, living
student

Example: B3 ™M\ FEIRES . Na ge xido xué shéng hén gao. - That elementary school student is tall.
1V xidojié: \xido 4H jie
miss small, tiny elder sister, young lady

Example: SXANVEEEEX, Zhe wei xidojié xing zhao. - This young lady's surname is Zhao.

INBF xidoshi: /N xido B shi
hour small, tiny time, season

R

Example: REFREEDLL/BY? N méitian shuijiao ji ge xidoshi? - How many hours do you sleep every day?
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§ - zhong, zhong:
central, center, middle

Radical: | -shu:line

Etymological Type: Ideographic
Structure: &0 |

Components of A3: Memory Cue:
kou . .
] mouth Imagine a wide opened mouth.
| %un Just a simple vertical line.
ine

A mnemonic story to remember the character

In the center of the town square () was a tall statue
(1 ). Every day, people gathered around to chat (),
making it the town'’s favorite meeting spot - right in the
middle.

HSK 1 Words with &

FZ: zhong xué: H zhong, zhong ¥ xué
middle school central, center learning, knowledge

Example: fifERF#H, Ta zai zhongxué jidosha. - He teaches in a high school.

4 zhong xué

shéng: F zhong, zhong ¥ xué 4 shéng
middle school stu- central, center learning, knowledge life, living
dent

Example: BENEAERER, Nage zhongxuéshéng hén nidnging. - That high school student is very young.
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& zhongguo: &1 zhong, zhong guo
China central, center nation, country

Example: fREXXAEMS? Ni xthuan zhonggud ma? - Do you like China?

Fhig] zhongjian: i zhong, zhong i8] jian, jian

middle central, center midpoint, space

Example: ZBIZEEAEH 8], WO de ché ting zai zhongjian. - My car is parked in the middle.
32 zhongwén: & zhong, zhong X wén

Chinese central, center literature, culture

Example: fRE3 #3037 Ni hui shud zhongwén ma? - Do you speak Chinese?

4 zhongwii: & zhong, zhong T wi

noon central, center noon

Example: AFFAT—EIZFIRIE! Zhongwl women yigi chi wiifan ba! - Let ‘s have lunch together at noon!

‘N - huo:
fire, flame, burn

Radical: A - huo: fire
Version: s

Etymological Type: Pictographic
Structure: Single-component

Components: This character can not be broken down into further components.

A mnemonic story to remember the character A:

Here is an image of an actual fire, a character dating
back around two thousand years. You can see the logs
piled up to a triangle in the center and the flames rising
from it.
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

N Vg

HSK 1 Words with A
X% huo che: X hud Z ché,ju
train fire, flame cart, vehicle

Example: FAL A ZE[BIZ, WO zud hudché hufjia. - | take the train back home.

M - yu:
rain, rainy

Radical: 8 - yu: rain

Etymological Type: Pictographic
Structure: Single-component

Components: This character can not be broken down into further components.

A mnemonic story to remember the character /i:

Think of a window through which you can see the rain
pouring outside.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice

'
<
Fh
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HSK 1 Words with R

TR xiayu: T xia M yu
to rain under, underneath rain, rainy

Example: BAR =N/, Mingtian hui xia yu. - It will rain tomorrow.

X - fei:
fly, go quickly, dart

Radical: Z - yi: second
Version: L ™~

Etymological Type: Pictographic
Structure: Single-component

Components: This character can not be broken down into further components.

A mnemonic story to remember the character %:
A hummingbird has a long, pointy beak, two wings and

And just like the hummingpbird it also stands for flying
and quick movement.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice

K

HSK 1 Words with 7§
“%# feiji: X fei M
aircraft fly, go quickly desk, machine, machine

Example: iA8E—"%A4l. Ta xiang mai yi ge féiji. - He wants to buy an airplane.
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% - dong:
east, eastern, eastward

Radical: — - yi: one

Etymological Type: Pictographic
Structure: £t/

Components of Z: Memory Cue:
; When you turn this character upside down it looks like the hand-
+ (s]even written Arabic number 7, at least how it's written in most parts of
Europe.
1)\ xidao This character looks like a person that sits on bended legs, arms to
small the left and right. This is making it appear very small.

A mnemonic story to remember the character %:

Seven () adventurous dwarfs (1)\) decided to explore
the forest eastward (7). With excitement, they
journeyed into the sunrise, each small figure eager to
discover the wonders of the east.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice

/dN

HSK 1 Words with &
#i4 dong bian: 7R dong 21 bian
east side east, eastern edge, margin

Example: B FHIARIODB—RE . Fangzi de dongbian you yi shan chuanghu, - There is a window on the east
side of the house.

7RP8 dongxi: 7~ dong 78 X1
thing east, eastern west(ern), westward

Example: 1E TR L ARG, - 13K TR Z R PH. Ta mai le hén dud dongxi. - He bought a lot of things.
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% - hao, hao:
good, excellent, fine

Radical: & - nii: woman
Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of #¥: Memory Cue:

nij This character also looks like a stick figure with spread arms, but
Tz one that is a little curvier - just like a pictograph of a woman asiit is
woman ; . S
frequently depicted in many societies.

z zi Imagine a child with a big head and stretched out arms crying for
offspring help.

A mnemonic story to remember the character ¥¥:

A mother (%) with open arms embraced her child (F),
their joy and love reflecting the essence of ,good ‘and
Jfine ‘.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice

HSK 1 Words with ¥F
1% ai hao: Z ai % hdo, hao
hobby love, be fond of good, excellent

Example: fREVE T 21 4? Ni de aihao shi shénme? - What is your hobby?

%%%& hao kan: %% hao, hao & kan, kan
good looking good, excellent to look, to see

Example: X MNE=5? Zhe ge piaoliang ma? - Is this pretty?

www.hanzimadesimple.com
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470 hao ting: 4% hao, hao Iff ting
nice good, excellent hear, understand

Example: SXNEREFITIE? Zhe ge yinyue haoting ma? - Is this music good?

%¥3t) |, hdo wanr: %% hdo, hao BT wan JL ér
fun; interesting good, excellent play with, joke son, child
Example: XA ETFET) Lo Zhe gé you xi zhén hdo wanr. - This game is really fun.
4¥0Z haocht: %% hao, hao 1z chi

tasty good, excellent eat, drink

Example: XEFEEIFIZ, Zhe dangao zhén haochi. - This cake is really delicious.

BUF zuihdo: £ ZUi %¥ hdo, hao
the best; favorite most, extremely good, excellent

Example: {REREFIZEIK BT A? NT zui hdo chi de shuigud shi shénme? - What is your favorite fruit to eat?

B - nan:
male, man, son

Radical: H - tian: field
Symbol for field or land. Used in farming or geographic terms.

Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of 5: Memory Cue:
tian : : :
H field Think of an agricultural field from above.
A gower A clenched fist striking in an upward hook with a lot of power.

A mnemonic story to remember the character $:

In the field (H), a strong power (77) emerged. It was a
determined man (%), ready to work hard and provide
for his family. With his strength and dedication, he was
admired by all
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Stroke Order and Writing Practice

HSK 1 Words with 58
B3%)L nan hair: 2 nan # hai JL ér
boy male, man baby, child son, child

Example: XMEZ) LRIM. Zhe ge nén héi er hén shuai. - This boy is very handsome.
SEAAK nan péng ydu: & nan FA péng & you

boyfriend male, man friend, pal friend, companion
Example: #5885 B AR ? Ta ydu méiydu nan péngydu? - Does she have a boyfriend?

% A nanren: 5 nan A rén

man male, man man, people

Example: #3N8 ATEBBE? Nage nanrén zai nali? - Where is that man?

B4 nan shéng: B nan 4 shéng

boy male, man life, living

Example: - NB4ETR S Na gé nédn shéng hén gao. - That boy is tall.

www.hanzimadesimple.com
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BH - ming:

bright, light, brilliant

Radical: H - ri: sun

Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of B8:
ri
E sun
yue
ﬁ moon

HSK 1 Words with BB

BAEE ming nian:
next year

BH ming
bright, light

Memory Cue:

Think of a pictograph of the sun. An outline with something in the
center, representing the star and its burning halo. Clearly, the sun
only shines during the day.

Like the sun, the moon is also a sphere in the sky that seems to emit
light. But unlike the sun it's not always a full circle. The extensions at
the bottom indicate the sickle of the moon. Because the moon takes
around four weeks to go around earth, the character also means
month.

A mnemonic story to remember the character BR:

As day turned to night, the sun (B) set, leaving a warm
glow, while the moon (A) rose, casting a soft light, both
shining bright in their own way.

£ nian
year, age

Example: fiBBFELEIE, Ta ming nian yao jié han. - He is getting married next year.
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BEE mingbai: BH ming H bai
to understand bright, light white, pure

Example: FFBEH. WO bu mingbai. - | don't understand.

BAX mingtian: BE ming X tian
tomorrow bright, light sky, heaven

Example: BRI, Mingtian zaijian. - See you tomorrow.

18] - wen:
to ask about, to inquire after

Radical: |"] - mén: gate
Etymological Type: Pictophonetic

Phonetic component: [] - mén: door, gate Semantic component: [1 - kdu: mouth

Components of al: Memory Cue:
\ mén : : :
] i A doorway with a sign above it.
kou . .
| mouth Imagine a wide opened mouth.

A mnemonic story to remember the character jaJ:

At the open gate (/]), a person stood, mouth (E) open
in query, seeking knowledge beyond the threshold.

Stroke Order and Writing Practice
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HSK 1 Words with |a]

&Il qing wen: & ging
excuse me ask, request

i8] wen
to ask about, to inquire
after

Example: i&RIBEMTA? Qingwen zhe shishénme? - Excuse me, what is this?

& - kan, kan:

to look, to see, to examine

Radical: B - mu: eye

Etymological Type: Ideographic

Components of &:

= version of 3 - shou
hand
mu

B eye

Memory Cue:

If you take your right hand and hold it horizontally in front of you,
it looks like this character, with the exception, that it has only three
fingers.

This character is a stylized picture of an eye. Since there are no circ-
les in Chinese letters, the outer shape of the eye is a box. Inside we
see the iris, also indicated by a little box.

A mnemonic story to remember the character &:

In a quiet room, a detective peered through his
magnifying glass. His hand (#) steadied the glass, while
his keen eye (B) focused on the evidence. Each glance
was an exercise in looking, seeing, and examining (&)
the details before him.
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HSK 1 Words with &

%¥%& hao kan: ¥ hao, hao %& kan, kan
good looking good, excellent to look, to see

Example: X ME=ME7? Zhe ge piaoliang ma? - Is this pretty?

&% kan bing: & kan, kan J& bing

to see a doctor to look, to see illness, sickness
Example: BB ZEE M. WO yao qu kan bing. - | want to go see the doctor.

£% kan dao: & kan, kan %) dao
saw to look, to see to go to, to arrive

Example: fREZ] TIE?FEER] T o NT kan dao le ma? wd kan dao le. - Did you see it? | saw it.

&M kanjian: %& kan, kan 0 jian, xian
seeing to look, to see see, observe

Example: F& & o WO méi kan jian. - | didn't see it.

www.hanzimadesimple.com
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Continue Your Hanzi Journey

If these 15 characters suddenly made more sense, the full workbook will help you go further.

Explore more HSK 1 characters with visual memory hooks, component breakdowns, stroke
order diagrams, example words, and writing practice.

See the Meaning:

LEARN CHINESE
CHARACTERS
FCIRIRSIA L

Fer - tfo Ay

Volume 1
A visual guide to simplified
characters with memory cues

Scan the QR code to discover the full book.
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